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Sunday in person Liturgy   
will resume at a later date. 

 
Church Office Hours 
Monday & Thursday 

9:00am—1:00pm 
 

Call for appointment 
260-432-9221 

 

From Our Senior Warden 

The Good News                                                   
October/November 2020 

 
A Time of Great Opportunity  
 

Grace has been in a time of transition for so long it has become our norm. 
As a parish, we have figured out how to continue forward without a Rector. 
We have had meaningful services thanks to Father Tom, Dale, and the    
Worship Team. Ministry Teams have continued with day to day activities 
including in-reach and outreach. Even a pandemic has not slowed us down. 
Instead of being focused on the hurdles, we have embraced this as a time of 
great opportunity. We have evolved and adapted. And we continue to 
evolve as we embrace the idea of Father Tom as our Part Time Priest. We 
are envisioning what our future will be. The next step of this visioning pro-
cess will occur when we meet virtually as a parish Sunday November 29th 
immediately following our worship service to vote on a change in our By 
Laws. I will be sending out a draft of the list of responsibilities for Vestry, 
Part Time Priest, and the parish at large. This is a working document that 
will serve as a basis for our discussion. Be looking for that in the next few 
days. 
 

One piece of this puzzle that I have spent a lot of time reflecting on and dis-
cussing is how to translate all that we have learned about Zoom worship into 
a meaningful part of our future worship. How do we Worship across the 
Distance? There are so many possibilities. We can have guest speakers; we 
can have members across the United States. There is much to consider. How 
do we incorporate members who may not be here but are with us virtually to 
truly be members of Grace? Could they be a part of our service as readers, 
musicians, members of a Ministry Team via Zoom? How could this new 
tool help us attract and retain new members? How do we continue to have 
interactive, community focused services post COVID? These are conversa-
tions I look forward to having.  
 

Certainly, some things will change as we move forward. We want to retain 
the part of Grace that is most meaningful to us. Something I would like you 
to spend some time reflecting on is:  
  What do you find that is life giving at Grace?  
 

Prayer:  Lord we ask that you guide us to do your work with our hands.  
 

Laura Smith  
Senior Warden  
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On Sunday, October 25, 2020 Bishop Douglas Sparks was here at Grace  
to baptize, confirm, and welcome new members of our church. 

 
We welcome Phillip Salisbury, Barbie Meyer, and Beth & Bob Keen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Welcome New Members 
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Food Drive 

Our monthly FOOD DRIVE has garnered much attention and brought generous donations for 
the food ministry at Faith Lutheran Church. Below are the donation dates along with a list of 
suggested items to donate. Tell your friends! And thank you to everyone who has donated and 
helped make this possible. You may also make a financial contribution by offering cash or a 
check made out to Faith Lutheran Church (food ministry in the memo line.) You may drop 
the check off at Grace as well, or mail directly to:  
Faith Lutheran Church 1700 E Pettit Ave, Fort Wayne, IN 46806.  

Once each month following Zoom worship, we invite you to drive by Grace Episcopal Church 
to hand-off your nonperishable food offering for distribution to families who rely on the food 
ministry at Faith Lutheran Church. A few masked adult volunteers and children from our chil-
dren's ministry will be at the front doorsteps to gather your items from 11 a.m. to noon on the 
following dates: 
 

Nov. 15, 2020—Dec. 13, 2020—Jan. 17, 2021—Feb. 14, 2021 
 

These nonperishable items are most needed by food banks, including the ministry at Faith  
Lutheran Church:  
 

peanut butter, large and small jars   canned fruit 
canned meats any size - chicken or tuna   canned beans  
hearty canned stews and chili   pancake mix 
crackers - either saltines or Ritz   toothpastes 
bars of soap 
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Worship News 

.  
Holden Evening Prayer 

Every year during  Advent and Lent we join together on Wednesday evenings for a simple 
soup and bread supper followed by the beloved Holden Evening Prayer. In recent years we’ve 
averaged 30 or more attending this beautiful service of music and prayer, but because of Covid
-19 you may think it will not happen this year. It will be different, but rest assured, we will  
offer it just like we do our Sunday morning worship, via zoom.  Dale, David, and Mike are   
already at work preparing how this will look, and we’ll get the text or music booklet to you 
electronically. 

Holden Evening Prayer is a wonderful way to prepare for Advent and Christmas. The service 
only runs about 25 minutes and provides peace and calm in the midst of a stressful time. Please 
plan to join us each Wednesday during Advent (December 2, 9, and 16) at 7:00pm. This is just 
another way we can pray and worship together.  

 

 

Christmas Eve at Grace 
While we may not gather in person, we do plan to have a Christ-
mas Eve service filled with scripture and lots of familiar carols. 
Planning is in progress at this writing, but we anticipate holding 
this service on Zoom for everyone’s safety.  

Watch for more details to come. 

Thank You 

Thank you everyone who continues to provide a positive worship experience for us each Sunday 
on Zoom. We especially thank Father Tom, Dale, Ann, David, Mike, Josie, Laura, and all of our 
readers and guest speakers. And we thank you for joining us each Sunday.  
 
Thank you also to Laura Smith for providing the daily Staying Connected messages, and to  
Nancy Hansen for her wonderful Bible Women messages each Friday. A lot of time and effort 
goes into these.  
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Happy Birthday to our October Birthdays! 
 

 10 Beth Keen 
 25 Anena Rolofson 
 
 
 
 

and Happy Anniversary to 
 

   5 Martha & Bill Mostyn 
 10 Pat & Bill Smallwood 
 24 Cathy & Pat Overmeyer 

 October Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Happy Birthday to our November Birthdays! 
 

 4 Pat Overmeyer 
            5 Richard Harnly 
 6 Mary Ellen Argus  
 6 Barbie Meyer 

 

 

November Birthdays 

We are in the process of trying to correct and catch up our books. While many of you were con-
firmed and/or baptized at Grace, we have many who have attended for many years who are not 
listed in our official membership book. The Bishop checks this annually, and it hasn’t been up-
dated for quite some time. 
 

With that in mind, we are asking EVERYONE for the following information. Please advise the 
office (gracefortwayne@gmail.com) of the date or approximate date of your baptism and/or con-
firmation into the Episcopal Church. If you were confirmed in another denomination but have 
not been confirmed into the Episcopal Church we’d like to organize a service to confirm you. 
This has to do with, among other things, your ability to legally serve the church on vestry and 
certain other areas. Father Tom and the Diocesan office are hopeful we can update and correct 
Grace’s records soon. Thank you for your help in this matter.  

Speaking of Dates...IMPORTANT 
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A Prayer as I Put on My Mask 
 
 Creator, as I prepare to go out into the world, help me to see the sacrament in the  
 wearing of this cloth. Let it be “an outward sign of an inward grace” – a tangible  
 and visible way of living love for our neighbors, as I love myself. 
 

 Christ, since my lips will be covered, uncover my heart, that people would see my  
 smile in the crinkles around my eyes. Since my voice may be muffled, help me to  
 speak clearly, not only with words but with my actions. 
 

 Holy Spirit, as the elastic touches my ears, remind me to listen carefully – and full  
 of care – to all those I meet. May this simple piece of cloth be a shield and banner,  
 and each breath that it holds, be filled with your love. 
 

 In your name, and in that love I pray, may it be so. May it be so. Amen+ 
 

          Richard Bott 
 

(Thank you to Mary Ellen Argus who submitted this prayer.) 

 A Prayer for Our Time 

 
 
 

122nd Diocesan Convention of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Northern Indiana 
 

Bishop Douglas Sparks delivered an important Address at  
last week’s Diocesan Convention. You may copy the link  
below and paste it into your browser to view it. 
 
The Bishop’s Address runs from approximately 23:01 to 
48:01 minutes on the following youtube link:   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_jQ4xpKF3x0&feature=youtu.be  

 
If you prefer to read the address, please contact Dale in the  
church office and he will forward an electronic copy to you. 
 

Diocesan Convention News 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_jQ4xpKF3x0&feature=youtu.be
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Fun Fact 

We recently renewed the operating certificate  
for our elevator/lift.  

The state website lists this under  
Elevators and Amusement Rides. 

Kind of puts a whole new spin on getting in one, right? 

 

Our Grace group has been helping with Halloween at Faith Lutheran for years!  The way we 
celebrate has changed over time, but none more than this year.  Mike McGuire, Dave Burns, 
Thomas Salisbury, Iris Salisbury, and Josie Dunlap-Smith helped facilitate DRIVE 
THROUGH dinner and trick or treating!  155 meals of hot dogs, chili, chips, dessert, and 
loads of candy were handed out as folks drove by the church and through the parking lot.  In 
addition to our Grace contingent there were other volunteers including children from the 
neighborhood who love being part of the action.  The weather was perfect and everyone en-
joyed being together.  Faith continues to be in awe of the generosity of our Grace members 
through our food and financial donations.  We will be collecting food again this Sunday,   
November 15, from 11-12.  There is no better place for charitable donations either.  100% of 
your gift goes to help feed families in Fort Wayne.  Thank you for your support of this very 
worthwhile organization! (see page 3 for more specific details related to donating.) 

 

Faith Lutheran 
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The Fort Wayne Rescue Mission 
 
We are so appreciative of your assistance. This month’s most needed items are Underwear: 
men’s sizes M-4X,women’s sizes 5-9 & XL-4X, and all sizes for children. Socks are always 
needed as well. If you are able to help with these items, please donate. Most items should be 
dropped off at the Treasure House. The new facility has opened downtown, now housing three 
times the number of people it served before, so needs are great, and our daycare center is seeing 
an increase in the number of children. I thank you for your generosity to the Rescue Mission. 
Without your support, we would not be able to serve those who are in a homeless crisis. Your 
giving makes a real difference. God Bless! 
 
Bob Herman 
Church Engagement Coordinator 
Fort Wayne Rescue Mission 
 
Phone (260) 426-7357 Ext 102 
Cell Phone (260) 797-3056 
Fax (260) 424-4953 
Email bobh@therescuemission.net 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Outreach 

 

HUNGER & HOMELESSNESS AWARENESS 
 

NOVEMBER 16 - 20 
National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness week is an annual national event. Join the Fort Wayne Rescue 
Mission as we bring attention to the needs in our community with a week of events. All funds raised will go 
toward helping the men, women, and children of The Rescue Mission.                                                                                                      
In recognition of this week, The Fort Wayne Rescue Mission is raising money to aid those experiencing 
hunger or homelessness in our community. 

Donate now at fwrm.org/trmhunger or text trmdonate to 50155 
 

MONDAY, NOV. 16 
Press Conference / Media Day | 10AM 
A press conference to raise awareness of the week. 
 

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 18 
Day of Prayer 
Take time today and pray for the hungry and homeless in our community. Pray they find the help                  
and resources they need. You can do this from your office, at home, with friends, or anywhere.  
 

FRIDAY, NOV. 20  
Donate day | ALL DAY  
Give back to those in need by giving up your coffee, lunch, or other luxuries for the day and donating           
that money to support the most vulnerable in our community. 

mailto:bobh@therescuemission.net
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November  
2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
Rehearsal 

8:45am 
Worship 
9:30am 

All Saints’ 
Day 

2    3 
 
 
 
 

4 
Pat Overmeyer 

5 
Richard Harnly 

 
Children’s  

Ministry 4:30pm 

6 

Mary Ellen  
Argus 

Barbie Meyer 

7 
 

8 
Rehearsal 

8:45am 
Worship 
9:30am 

 
 

9 10 
 

11 12 
 

13 
 

14 

 

15 
Rehearsal 

8:45am 
Worship 
9:30am 

FOOD DRIVE 
11am-12pm 

16 
 

17 18 
 

Faith Lutheran 
5:00pm 

 

19 
 

20 21 
 

Children’s  
Ministry 2:00pm 

22 
Rehearsal 

8:45am 
Worship 
9:30am 

Christ the 
King Sunday 

23 24 
 

Vestry Meeting 
7:00pm 

25 26 
Thanksgiving 

Day 
Office Closed 

27 28 
 
 

29 
Rehearsal 

8:45am 
Worship 
9:30am 

Advent 1 
Church  
Meeting 

30 
 
 
 

     


