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Grace's 2018 Advent Outreach Project 
 

This year, we are each asked to celebrate Advent in our homes with a Re-
verse Advent Calendar.  Very simply, every day throughout Advent you 
gather an item or items that will be donated after Christmas to area food 
pantries and shelters. 
 

 
 
If you need suggestions, the following list of items are among the most 
needed: 

 1. Applesauce    13. Peanut Butter 
 2. Canned Beans   14. Rice 
 3. Canned Fish or Chicken  15. Soup, Stew & Chili 
 4. Canned Vegetables  16. Whole Grain Cereal 
 5. Cooking Oils   17. Toilet Paper 
 6. Crackers    18. Small Bottles Bath Essentials 
 7. Canned or Dried Fruit  19. Dental Hygiene Essentials 
 8. Granola Bars   20. Diapers 
 9. Instant Mashed Potatoes  21. Pads & Tampons 
10. Meals in a Box   22. Underwear & Socks 
11. Nuts    23. Hats & Gloves 
12. Pasta    24. Blankets 
 
Bring your collected items to Grace throughout Advent through Christmas 

Eve. The Children’s Ministry will sort and distribute the bounty.  May your 
Advent be a time to reflect, not only on your own blessings, but on the 
needs of others.    
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Holden Evening Prayer Returns for Advent 
 

Beginning Wednesday evening, December 5th, Grace Episcopal 

Church will again have its weekly Advent Soup Supper at 6:00 p.m. fol-
lowed by Holden Evening Prayer at 7:00 p.m.  Holden Evening Prayer 
is a form of traditional Vespers developed in 1986 at Holden Village in 

Chelsea, Washington. This beautiful setting, by Marty Haugen, is easily 
sung by the congregation, includes scripture readings and prayers, and 
the service lasts about ½ hour. Holden Evening Prayer has been an inte-

gral part of Grace’s Lenten and Advent seasons for many years. We 
hope you will join us on Wednesdays, December 5th, 12th, and 19th. This is the perfect way to pre-
pare your hearts and minds for Christmas. 

Christmas Music 
 

 (Parents and Grandparents – Read Me!) As usual we will have two services 

on Christmas Eve. The first service, at 4:00 p.m., will be the family service, 
and the 8:00 p.m. service will include the full liturgy with choir, and a carol 
sing beginning at 7:30 p.m. What’s NEW AND DIFFERENT this year? I 

would like to invite any child or youth who is taking any music lessons or 
who is involved in their school music program to PROVIDE THE PRELUDE 
at the 4:00 p.m. service. I will not be working one on one with the children 

but encourage parents to inform their teachers that they need a Christmas 
song to play/sing in church. This could be a piano solo, a song, any instrument (trumpet, flute, 
autoharp, even drum, etc.) Then, adults, please provide me the title and the approximate length of 

the piece in minutes, along with your child’s name. I will arrange the order of playing for the bul-
letin, and with you present will show the students the keyboard, have a music stand ready, or 
whatever you need. What a wonderful way to show the future of our church by involving our chil-

dren and youth in worship! Let’s make this year’s family service start off with new music and 
smiles (and cameras) as we welcome our new born Savior. Contact Dale (260-745-6071) by De-
cember 15th with your desire to involve your child. Thank you!    

St. Alban’s Youth Christmas Play 
 

Mark your calendars now for our annual Youth Play on Sunday December 16th 
at 6:00 p.m.  This year’s play is called “Humbug” It is filled with funny charac-
ters that will prove to be inspirational as well as hilarious. We will start off the 
evening once again with dinner. This year the youth will be serving homemade 
beef & noodles, mashed potatoes, green beans accompanied with a dinner roll 
and of course lots of delicious desserts. Then sit back and relax for a fun-filled 
show with our very talented youth. Tickets go on sale Sunday, November 18th, 
and will be sold every Sunday up to and including the day of the show.  We will 

sell after the 8:00 services and before and after the 10:15 services.  Prices are $10.00 for adults, 
$5.00 for ages 4-10, with 3 and under free.  If you have any questions or would like to help in any 
way please contact Cindy Spice (348-7061).   
 
The Grace Community can mail a check to St. Albans with the names, ages of those attending or 

call Cindy Spice at 260 348-7061. 
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Deanery Meeting Report 
 

On September 30, the Eastern Deanery Meeting was held at Trinity Episcopal Church in 
Fort Wayne.  Much time was spent on the explanation of what happened at the National 
Conference. Bishop Sparks described the worship services at the general convention as “the 
Episcopal dreamland.”  He talked about the incredible music and the fact that there were 
many youth and children present which showed that there are lots of opportunities for 
growth in the church. Also, he talked about the diversity within the worship services which 
was very affecting because many languages were represented in the services. 
  
Also, Bishop Sparks detailed the fact that there are 96 people killed daily in the United 
States as a result of gun violence. He described how this affects families and survivors.  . 
There are now 80 bishops that serve on the United Against Gun Violence Committee. 
  
There was also a house of bishops listening session on sexual harassment and exploitation. 
Bishop Sparks is one of 30 bishops who heard two survivor stories.  He said you begin to 
realize that we all live with those who have been haunted. 
  
He talked about the fact that there are 550 resolutions or were when they started, and every-
thing now is done virtually so there is no paper to rely on as these resolutions are consid-
ered. It is a lengthy process. 
  
Two things I want to highlight. The first is there’s been a change in the diversity and inclu-
sivity piece. As the convention considered marriage access for all, the change is that the 
bishops have to travel and not the couple who wants to be married.  If a Bishop of a particu-
lar diocese does not feel comfortable marrying either a couple that is same-sex or opposite 
sex for whatever reason, it used to be that the couple had to go to another diocese.  This was 
hard on the couple and families and friends. Now the alternate Bishop who will marry the 
couple has to travel to the couple. 
  
The other worthy thing that I thought was interesting was the fact that we have had 109 dio-
ceses in this country. We now have 110 because we now recognize Cuba. Apparently, as far 
back as 1965, six years after when Castro came to power, assets in Cuba were frozen. I’m 
not quite sure how it worked exactly, but it sounded like priests were not able to access re-
tirement and it became difficult to even have a church there. Now, the church is again recog-
nized and we now have again 110 dioceses. 
  
The budget was talked about as well, and I found it interesting that a priest from South Bend 
stated, “The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord and when it isn’t, it’s the 
budget.”  This did get a wry laugh…. Within our diocese we have to give 15% by June 2019 
to the wider United States Episcopal Church. For our diocese, that’s $90,000 out of a 
$670,000 budget.   
 
There is much more to say but these are the highlights from the meeting.  If you have ques-
tions, please contact me at kvillehouse.rolofson@gmail.com. 
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Halloween Fun at Faith Lutheran 

On October 24, 2018, Doug Ingram, Dave Burns, Mary Flick, Josie Dunlap-Smith, 
and Erin, Thomas, and Iris Salisbury enjoyed an evening at Faith Lutheran Church 

celebrating Halloween!  Thanks to the generosity of many Grace parishioners there 
was plenty of candy and Mary Flick provided toothbrushes and toothpaste.  The pic-
ture shows Thomas the tiger and Iris ( Mrs. Havisham from Great Expectations) 
serving drinks at dinner.  Grace has been helping with this event for many years and 

we had a wonderful turn out.   

 

 

 

. 

Wednesday Bible Study Group 
 

The “Study of the Bible” DVD series concluded on November 

14th. We will take off two weeks and resume a new study on 
December 5th, meeting weekly at 11:00 a.m. in the undercroft. 
All are welcome to the new study, and each week is independent, 

so give us a try. Our new study will be a DVD series on “The 
Dead Sea Scrolls.” The video host is Professor Gary A. Rends-

burg, who holds the Blanche and Irving Laurie Chair in Jewish 
History in the Department of Jewish Studies at Rutgers University and is an expert in the history 
of ancient Israel and the literature of the Bible. He has also spent decades immersed in the study 

and exploration of Qumran and other ancient sites in Israel, Egypt, and Jordan. Please make a 
point to join our lively discussion group for this study, Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

. 
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Important December Events and Dates 
 
 

 
Wednesdays, December 5,12, and 19th  
6:00pm:  Soup Supper 
7:00pm:  Holden Prayer 
Join together for this Advent tradition at Grace 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Choir Rehearsal 
 

Wednesday, December 5, 12 and 19, 2018 
7:30pm:  Choir Rehearsal (S) 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 Greening of the Church 
 

Sunday, December 16 and 23 (or TBD) 
Immediately after service:  Greening of the Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Christmas Eve Services 
 

Monday, December 24, 3018 
4:00pm:  Family friendly celebration of Holy Eucharist 
8:00pm:  Festival Holy Eucharist with choir 

 
Sunday, December 30, 2018 
9:30am:  Lessons and Carols 


