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The Birthday/Anniversary Blessing Tradition 
 

Before I attended an Episcopal church, I never experienced the 
birthday/anniversary blessing tradition.  Imagine my confusion 
when I saw recipients bringing a check with them to receive the 
blessing.  Did you have to pay to receive a blessing?  Isn’t that 
rather archaic and something that had long ago disappeared? 
(I’m not great on history but I do remember that there was a time 
when people paid to have their sins forgiven and I felt sure that 

practice had gone by the wayside.) But here it was, modern day and evidently there was 
money involved with a blessing.    
 
I was thrilled to have my mind put at ease when the birthday/anniversary blessing money 
tradition was explained to me.  I was relieved to learn that you did not have to pay to get a 
blessing but, in fact, the money was an offering for the blessing of the years of your life or 
the years lived with your loved one.  That put a whole new light on the tradition for me 
and I began to look forward to that special blessing.  Because in my father’s church the 
birthday blessing is extended to family members, I have tried to incorporate that practice 
into my own giving.  Each birthday in my family is a time for me to reflect on the blessing 
they are to me and to give thanks to God for them. Next month my father will turn 92 and 
I am so thankful that he is still with me.  I am excited to be able to give an offering in his 
honor and I pray that God will bless him for another year.   
 
But then I wondered, what if I don’t have the means to give on my birthday or anniver-
sary?  Would that mean I couldn’t receive a blessing?  Again, my fears were for naught.  
Any and all are welcome to receive a blessing.  As a congregation, we give thanks that you 
are a part of the community of faith and welcome the opportunity to celebrate God’s bless-
ings in your life.  I like that at Grace, we put our birthday/anniversary money in the offer-
tory plate and it is not taken up front when the blessing is given.  I think that allows all to 
receive a blessing, regardless of financial means.  And by going up to receive a blessing, it 
gives those in the pews the chance to offer their own words of thanksgiving for that per-
son. 
 
Now, what happens to that birthday/anniversary money?  What is it used for? A little his-
tory about the tradition at Grace.  In the beginning for Grace, and for many churches, the 
blessing money was traditionally given to help pay off the church mortgage.  Several years 
ago, the mortgage for Grace was paid off using money from an endowment.  The Vestry 
determined that the birthday/anniversary money given after that time, would go to rebuild 
the endowment. So, every time you give in honor of your own, or someone else’s birthday 
or anniversary, you are investing in the future of Grace.    
 
I love the tradition of the birthday/anniversary blessing and offering. It is a win-win in my 
book.  You receive a blessing imploring God’s protection and guidance for you in the 
coming year; the people in the pews have an opportunity to celebrate the blessing you are 
to the community of faith; and you have an opportunity to thank God for the blessings be-
stowed upon you.  I challenge you to each month think of those in your life who are pre-
cious to you and, if you are able, give an offering of thanksgiving in their honor.  
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Feed Your Faith and Family at Faith Lutheran Church 
 

For many years Grace has been helping at Faith Lutheran Church on Petit Av-
enue on the 3rd Wednesday of each month.  During our evenings there we 
provide desserts, serve food and drinks, and clean up.  The evenings begin at 
6 and we are finished by 7:30. 
 

Feed Your Faith and Family was begun by Faith Lutheran Church as a way to offer food for 
families in the neighborhood of the church.  Each Wednesday there is a short service that be-
gins at 6:00.  After the service food is served cafeteria style.  The guests we serve have a wide 
age range from babies to the elderly.  The actual meal is provided by food from the catering 
company, Goeglein's.  Vegetable soup is provided by Spyro's.  In the beginning Grace was 
asked to help by a parishioner whose parents attend Faith.  We are the only volunteers they 
have from outside their church and they are very grateful for our 'faithful' service.  Typically 
we have 5-7 volunteers that help.  While it is usually the same group that goes we would wel-
come anyone who would like to join us!   
 
Please contact Josie Dunlap-Smith, jdunlapsmith@gmail.com,  if you have any questions or 

Concert Coming to Grace 
 

 

Mark your calendars now for Sunday, May 6th at 4:00pm when 
Grace will host the Fort Wayne Flute Ensemble in a concert. This 

flute ensemble, under the direction of Ann Donner, played in wor-
ship for us last year. During this concert you’ll hear piccolo, sopra-
no, alto and bass flutes performing hymns along with classical and 

familiar pieces, and you’ll have the opportunity to join in singing a 
couple of hymns with the flute choir. This is one of the first times 
Grace will be opening her doors to the public for a music event, and 

we hope many of our members will be there to greet our guests. This 
concert is being widely advertised and we anticipate a large audi-
ence. The concert will be offered free of charge, but a free-will offer-

ing will be taken to offset expenses. Come spend an hour at Grace hearing stunning music, 
then leave in time to enjoy a nice dinner. Please invite friends and neighbors, and especial-
ly encourage any students who are taking music lessons to attend. 

Great American Cleanup 
 

“For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to 
conserve it, let us pray to the Lord.”    BOC, Prayers of the People 
 
 
On Saturday April 21st at 9AM, we will join with the City of Fort Wayne to 
participate in the Great American Cleanup.  We will meet in Grace’s parking 

lot to distribute T-Shirts, gloves, and trash bags to those participating and then proceed to clean 
up the trash along Liberty Mills Road between Homestead Road and Walgreens. This will in-
clude the woods in front of Grace. And it is amazing just how much trash will be there!  
 
All are invited to participate. The Children’s Ministry will help by cleaning an area a safe dis-
tance from any traffic.  The City of Fort Wayne will host a post cleanup party at Headwaters 
Park West from 11:30 to 2.  Food, drinks, games, music, and a prize raffle will be provided.   

mailto:jdunlapsmith@gmail.com
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Theater Opportunity 
 

Don’t you love it when music, art, theater intersect with religious 
issues?  The First Presbyterian Theater in Downtown Fort Wayne 
has an intriguing play, “The Gospel According to Thomas Jeffer-
son, Charles Dickens and Leo Tolstoy: Discord.”  The play runs 
April 25, 26, May 4, 5 at 7:30 pm and April 27th at 2:00pm.  
Tickets are $20.00 and $18.00 for 65 and older.  For tickets call 
260-426-7421 ext. 121. 

Stamp Out Hunger 
 

Once again Grace volunteers will be helping the Postal Service with their annual 
mail carrier food drive.  This year on Saturday, May 12th, the group from Grace 
will work from 3-5 at our regular location, the Gabriel Station postal substation at 
6013 Bluffton Road.  We will be unloading mail carrier vehicles has they arrive 
and then sorting the food into categories.  This is a really fun volunteer event and 
we'd like to have about 10 people.  There will be a sign up sheet in the nar-
thex.  Another way you can help is to be sure to put out a bag of food by your 
mailbox that Saturday morning.  Canned and dry goods only.  No fresh, frozen, 

We’re Moving 
 

Now that I have your attention… 
 
Grace has a new website, and a new email address.  Many of you may know about 
the website, but in case you don’t, the new Grace website address is:  
www.gracechurchfwi.org.  If you haven’t had a chance to check it out, do so 
soon.   

 
We have decided to change Grace’s email address to coincide better with our web-
site address.  The new email address is:  gracefortwayne@gmail.com. 
 

Until I am sure that everyone is comfortable using the new church Gmail account, the com-
castbiz.net account will be checked daily for mail.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Katie at gracefortwayne@gmail.com. 

https://maps.google.com/?q=6013+Bluffton+Road&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.gracechurchfwi.org
mailto:gracefortwayne@gmail.com
mailto:gracefortwayne@gmail.com

