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                       Worship 

The Season of Lent is Almost Here! 
by Dale Tucker 

 
Easter comes early this year, on April 1st, and that means the begin-
ning of Lent is already upon us. We begin with the distribution of 
Ashes in observance of Ash Wednesday, February 14th at 7:00 
p.m.  Please note that this year, during our time of transition, we will 
not offer services at noon on Ash Wednesday or Good Friday, hop-
ing to have full congregations for these two special evening worship 
services. Watch for information about Holy Week services in next 

month’s newsletter. As always, if you wish to attend an evening service at Grace but 
do not drive at night, please call the church office and we’ll arrange for someone to 
pick you up and take you home. 
 
The beginning of Lent also means the return of our Wednesday evening Soup Supper 
and Holden Evening Prayer. This will begin Wednesday, February 21st with the 
meal served at 6:00 p.m. in the undercroft, and Holden Evening Prayer at 7:00 p.m. in 
the sanctuary. Watch for sign-up sheets in the narthex for your opportunity to bring 
soup or bread, or to help clean-up afterwards. As stated above, we want everyone to be 
able to participate, so please call the church office to arrange a ride if you do not 
drive at night. We want you at our table! 
 
I pray that this Lenten season will not only be a time for us to reflect on our own spir-
itual journey, but for us to look at our work, worship, fellowship, and all aspects of our 

Christian life as a church family while we continue to pray for God to direct us and the 
rector who is yet to come. Let us not just pray for ourselves as a congregation, but for 
the Lord’s work we are destined to accomplish with a new rector and as a unified par-

ish. 
 
 

Choir Rehearsals Begin 
By Dale Tucker 

 

Our choir will sing again during Lent and on Easer Sunday. Weekly 
rehearsals begin on Wednesday, February 21st following Holden 

Evening Prayer (approximately 7:20 p.m.) This is a short-time com-
mitment, ending Easter Sunday. If you wish to join our musical fam-
ily, you are most welcome. You do not have to know how to read 

music to be part of the Grace Choir. We have a good time and work 
hard. Please call Dale (260-745-6071) if you wish to join so he will 

have a folder ready for you. Let’s all make a joyful noise unto the Lord!   
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Worship (continued) 
Planning Ahead 

By Dale Tucker 
 
In preparation for Palm Sunday (March 25th) and the group reading of the Passion, please 
consider being one of the readers. We will need 15 people, printed scripts are available, 
and we’ll run through it right after worship on the Sunday prior. Please call the church of-
fice if you wish to participate. Parts are:  
 
   Narrator   Servant Girl 
   2 Bystanders   Jesus 
   2 Disciples   Peter 
   Pilate    Judas 
   Judas    2 Soldiers 
   High Priest   Centurion     

Moola for Some Hoopla 
By Rhonda Woody 

 
As our Lenten outreach project, Grace is collecting money to purchase a new 
basketball hoop for Vincent Village.  Our goal for the hoop, net, pole, and 
backboard is $600. Check out the scoreboard in the narthex to track our pro-
gress towards providing a healthy diversion for the people of Vincent Village. 
 

Donations are to be  made out to Grace Episcopal Church with “basketball 
hoop” written in the memo section.  

 

Outreach 
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Adult Education 

Tuesday Evening Bible Study 
By Cindy Burns 

 
“Long before Joan, Elizabeth, Sacagawea, Harriet, Sojourner, Frida and Susan B., there 
were… 
 
Uppity Women of the Bible” says Dr. Lisa Wolfe. 

 

That’s the premise for the Tuesday evening Bible Study group that is current-
ly meeting on Tuesday evenings at 7 p.m. in the Undercroft.  It is a DVD-
based series presented by Dr. Lisa Wolfe which is being facilitated by Judy 
Carter and Cindy Burns.  The series takes a look at some of the often misun-
derstood Biblical women.  The first series of sessions are about the Book of 
Ruth.  Each session starts with a short presentation by Dr. Wolfe whereby us-

ing her knowledge and humor,  she brings insight about these women to the group.  The 
presentation is followed by questions and discussion. 
 
The first session about Ruth was Tuesday, February 6th and was favorably attended.  The ses-

sions are stand alone and will continue on Tuesday evenings for 4 weeks.  The other women 
who will be discussed are Esther and Judith.  The sessions are approximately an hour in length 
and are open to anyone who is interested.  Come join us for lively discussion and learn about 

the “Uppity Women of the Bible”. 

“Living the Questions” 
 

Due to the icy weather on February 11th, our next Adult Education program will 
begin on Sunday, February 18th at 11:00am in the Undercroft.  All are welcome.  
Living the Questions is an open-minded alternative to studies that attempt to 
give participants all the answers and instead strives to create an environment 
where participants can interact with one another in exploring what's next for 
Christianity. Featuring thirty acclaimed scholars, theologians and other experts, 

Living the Questions consists of 3 independent chapters of 7 units each. The first theme of this 
Adult Education program is “Invitation to Journey.”  This program seemed particularly 
thoughtful for our Lenten season.  The seven sessions include the following: 

 
An Invitation to Journey 
Taking the Bible Seriously 
Thinking Theologically 
Stories of Creation 
Lives of Jesus 
A Passion for Christ:  Paul 
Out into the World:  Challenges Facing Progressive Christians 

 
Come Join Us!  Beginning this Sunday! 
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Adult Education 

Wednesday Morning - Study of the Bible 
By Rhonda Woody 

 

Bible study using the book, "The Questions of Jesus" will begin on 
Wednesday mornings at 11:00 beginning March 7.  
 
The author gathered the questions Jesus asked from the gospels, sorted 
them by category, and presents them with some context for discussion. 
This allows each week to stand alone, and ample opportunity to have dis-
cussion around relevance for Jesus' time and for our own. All are wel-
come, and we especially welcome people who have not participated in 
Bible discussions previously. If interest exceeds what is reasonable for 
Wednesday mornings, another time and day can be added. (Wouldn't that 
be great!) 
 

This illuminating examination of the Gospels reveals how the questions Jesus asks of his 
followers lead the way to a deeper understanding of the meaning of life and the mystery of 
God.  
 
The Gospels are filled with stories, parables, miracles, commandments, and dramatic inci-
dents that trace Jesus’ life and recount his teachings. A close reading of the Gospels reveals, 
however, that they are also filled  
A close reading of the Gospels reveals, however, that they are also filled with questions. As 
John Dear points out in this remarkable book, Jesus, like any great teacher and rabbi, “has a 
question for everyone he meets, for every occasion, for every experience, for every potential 
disciple.” Dear uses these questions as a starting point, an invitation to readers to discover 
the lessons they contain by searching their own hearts and minds for answers.  
 
Throughout The Questions of Jesus, Dear interweaves insights from ethical and religious 
teachers ranging from Buddha to Gandhi to Martin Luther King, Jr. Using recent events as 
powerful and poignant examples, he shows why a renewed commitment to Jesus’ message 
of nonviolence, compassion, justice, and peace is essential to healing a world torn by vio-
lence and war. 
 
This illuminating examination of the Gospels reveals how the questions Jesus asks of his 
followers lead the way to a deeper understanding of the meaning of life and the mystery of 
God.  
 
Purchasing a book is not mandatory, but recommended.    
 
Questions may be addressed to Rhonda Woody at 260-249-9032. 
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“File for Life” 
By Janet DeRoche 

 
There are “File for Life” packets available in the Narthex for all.  These 
are distributed by the Three Rivers Ambulance Authority. If you have an 
emergency and they respond, this will give them the emergency infor-
mation they and the ER will need to address your situation. 
 

Please fill it out and make it available by hanging it on your refrigerator or where the mag-
net will adhere and be visible. It is recommended that you list your medication in pencil so 
it can be updated as needed.   
 
This can also be helpful if you travel, just pack it in your suitcase or whatever you are 

traveling with. Emergencies have no boundaries. 

Care and Support 

Dementia and Alzheimer's 
By Janet DeRoche 

 
Below is a list individuals can follow to ward off Dementia and Alzheimer’s.  
The suggestions were put together by Drs. Suzuki and R. Tanzi of Neuro 
Studies at Harvard called SHIELD. 
 

SHIELD 
 S: 8 hours of sleep!! Cleanses the brain during REM sleep 
 H: handle stress with meditation 
 I: Interact with others/ social 
 E: exercise/ aerobic, can be walking 
 L: Explore and learn new things  
 D: diet, Mediterranean  recommended  
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Notes from the Sr. Warden 
 

January was an incredibly busy month for Grace Episcopal on several 
fronts.  The Search Committee pushed itself to complete our parish pro-
file for the Northern Indiana Episcopal Diocese to disseminate to poten-
tial rector candidates.  The profile will run for several weeks.  The dio-
cese will contact the Search Committee when they have received 3 to 5 
fitting applicants for the Search Committee's review.  

 
Dovetailing with the preparation of the parish profile, Martha Mostyn, Dale Tucker and 
website designer, Elizabeth Childs, created a wonderful new website for us at gracechurch-
fwi.org.  While there may be a few tweaks this month, the website is up and running for all 
to see--including rector applicants. 
 
On January 13th, the parish hosted a beautiful retirement party for Rev. Kathy.  All the pa-
rishioners who helped put it together provided lovely decorations, delicious food, heartfelt 
toasts and memories.  It was obvious that Rev. Kathy was deeply moved. 
 
On January 21st, we had the Annual Meeting in the sanctuary after liturgy.  Besides electing 
three new Vestry members and reviewing the financials, we thanked Donna Smith and 
Bruce Winters for their Vestry service and focused on how we might be a truly good and 
healthy faith community as we prepare to welcome a new rector. 
 
As a worshipping community we are now preparing for the holy season of Lent. In additiom 
to our more quiet and reflective Sunday liturgies, beginning February 21st and each 

Wednesday thereafter we will have a simple soup and bread supper at 6:00pm in the under-
croft, followed by the singing of Holden Prayer at 7:00pm in the sanctuary. 

 
As you can see from the various reports in this newsletter, lots of opportunities for educa-

tion, ministry and outreach exist during this Lenten season.  Let's join together in observing 
Lent in such a reflective manner that Easter joy will burst forth from us renewed and grace-
filled. 

Sr. Warden Notes 

http://gracechurchfwi.org
http://gracechurchfwi.org
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The Great Grace Clean-Up 
By Julie Boyd 

 
I have found winter to be a time of reflection and motivation as the falling temperatures force 
me to be inside more than I like.  Being somewhat confined, I have taken this opportunity to 
assess my surroundings at home.  What I discovered was nothing new: I have a lot of “stuff” at 
home.                                                        

 
Keeping on top of clutter was easier when Allen was in the Army: we had a 
weight limit and every 3 years when we moved, we were forced to go 
through our things and eliminate all that extra baggage.  Civilian life has the 
advantage, or drawback depending on your perspective, of allowing one to 
save items; I found that after not having moved for 3 rotations, my house run-
neth over.  Thus, I began my manic phase of throwing out, donating, or recy-
cling. I started attacking the clutter on a small scale: cleaning out the pantry 

and the medicine cabinet, throwing out items that are very outdated (jars of Alfredo sauce dat-
ed 2008?  Pitched!) and then I tackled closets and storage areas that have accumulated items 
over the years we have lived in our home.   Eliminating items from my life has resulted in 
feelings of accomplishment, renewal, and peacefulness.                                                                               
               
With that same energy (and I’ll be honest: I have to strike while the iron is hot. I know myself 
too well; this phase of cleaning out will soon pass and I will return to my slovenly ways or the 
weather will once again be nice and I will be itching to be outside) several people at Grace 
have decided that this is the perfect time to clean up Grace.  With the thought of a new rector 
“looking us over” we want to put our best foot forward.  So, the process of cleaning up has 
begun.  The Undercroft was the starting point.  To date the electrical storage area has been 
cleaned out (boxes of papers dated 2003…shredded and recycled!), the closet next to the 
kitchen (two huge recycling containers filled), the area under the stairs (large metal tables to 
be donated), and the red metal cabinet emptied out (contents are now in the closet next to the 
kitchen).  The newly opened space under the stairs allowed for storage of the extra red chairs, 
freeing up space in the room so that it appears more open and less cluttered. There is now stor-
age space available in the electrical room closet as well.                                                                               
 
The kitchen clean-up will be tackled by Gail McGuire and Josie Dunlap-Smith.  Moving up-
stairs, the conference room, the nursery, and the storage closet next to the office will be declut-
tered.  This phase will begin the end of February.  If you have personal items at the church be 
sure to take them home by Feb 18th so they will be safe from the cleaning purge. And I’d like 
to take a moment and give a huge shout-out to the men who made the new coat rack a reality: 
that has made a huge difference in the church side entrance; thank you!  

 
Already I feel better at Grace. The Sunday School teachers who work so diligently with our 
youth can now find materials to use in their lessons; the Undercroft feels more open; and items 
that weren’t being used are finding new homes.  I feel energized getting rid of unnecessary and 
unwanted items and that energy lends itself to a positive attitude and a sense of optimism 
about Grace.  Last, but not least, there is a great sense of peace without all that stuff weighing 
the church down.  Times of change bring stress and having an open, clean, decluttered Grace 
brings peace to me and I hope to you as well.  
 

John Wesley, the founder of the Methodists, said that cleanliness is next to Godliness.  If that’s 
true, Grace is getting closer, one area at a time.  

Grace Clean-Up 
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Soup Supper/Holden Prayer/Choir Rehearsal 
 
 

Wednesday February 21, 28, March 7, 14 and 21 
6:00pm:  Soup Supper (N) 
7:00pm:  Holden Prayer (S) 

7:30pm:  Choir Rehearsal (S) 

Mark Your Calendars 


