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Lenten Worship Schedule 
 

Lenten services are an important part of our life together as a 
Christian community.  It is our communal prayer that makes 
us a “church.”  With that in mind, it is good to be able to plan 

ahead for the special Lenten services.  Below you will find 
the dates and times for Lent, Holy Week and Easter Services 
for 2019.  Mark your calendar and  save this newsletter for 

later reference.   
 

 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, April 14 ~ Palm Sunday ~ Passion Reading 
 9:30am:  Holy Eucharist (S) 
 
Thursday, April 18 ~ Maundy Thursday 
 7:00pm:  Holy Eucharist with Washing of the hands 
 and stripping of the altar (S) 
             8:00pm:  Garden Vigil in the Narthex.  Sign up sheet     
                  in the Narthex. 
 
Friday, April 19 ~ Good Friday 
 7:00pm:  Holy Eucharist (S) 
 
Sunday, April 21 ~ Easter Sunday 
 9:30am:  Holy Eucharist (S) 
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Outreach 

An Easter Basket of a Different Kind 
 

A laundry basket filled with cleaning supplies, not for children, but for 
families; families who are transitioning from homelessness to housing. 
Parents are challenged with the everyday activities of raising children, 
providing their families with nutritious meals, finding safe and stimulat-
ing childcare, meeting financial obligations, and dealing with transporta-
tion issues. These issues that all families must address are made more 
difficult when rebuilding from homelessness.  
 

Grace will be providing up to fifteen baskets of supplies for families who are entering into 
housing through the programs of Vincent Village. Our hope is that the families who receive 
these baskets will feel loved and valued as they work hard to improve their lives.  
 
Please take a tag (or more) from the bulleting board, purchase the items on the tag, and bring 
them to Grace by Easter. The Sunday after Easter, the children of Grace will organize the 
baskets and bring them to the sanctuary for a blessing. Jamie Martin, the volunteer coordina-

tor for Vincent Village, will be present to personally thank Grace and to answer questions 
that people might have.  

Just Neighbors 
Nancy Hansen 

 
Rev. Joshua Gale, executive director of Just Neighbors Interfaith 
Homeless Network, will speak to us after church on Mother’s Day, 
May 12, to tell us about the work of the only local emergency home-
less shelter for families in this area. Joshua has been ED since last 
summer, taking over for retiring director Rev. Terry Anderson. 

 
When it was established in 1999 as the Interfaith Hospitality Network, Grace was one of the 
host congregations for homeless families needing emergency shelter. Ten years ago, Just 
Neighbors moved to a new family shelter on State Street in the former Cancer Services head-
quarters. The move allowed Just Neighbors to increase capacity to 40 guests and to provide 
on-site services including rooms for each family. Host congregations continue to provide din-
ner each evening and also read, play games and visit with guests. 
 
Joshua will bring us up-to-date on the successes of Just Neighbors and tell us more about 
how we may be of assistance to Fort Wayne’s homeless families in addition to our work with 
Vincent Village. In the meantime, please take a look at Just Neighbors’ website at 
www.JustNeighborsIHN.org and the organization’s Facebook page. 
 

http://www.JustNeighborsIHN.org
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Outreach (continued) 

Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive 
 
This year Grace will need volunteers for the Stamp Out Hunger Food 
Drive that takes place at the Gabriel Station Post Office on Bluffton 
Road.  This fun annual event is sponsored by the post office to benefit 
our local Associated Church's food bank.  All postal customers in the 
area are encouraged to leave a bag of unperishable food by their mail-
box.  It will be picked up by a mail carrier and delivered to a postal 
substation for sorting.  Grace has participated in the event for years and 
all agree that it is a great way to spend a couple of hours. We enjoy 
looking for unusual donated items!   
 
This year Grace has signed up to volunteer on Saturday, May 11, 
from 3-6 pm which is typically the busiest and best time to be there.  A 

sign up sheet is in the narthex.  If you have any questions please contact Judy Carter at          
gobigred5898@yahoo.com. 

Care and Concern 

Hi everyone, 
 
Spring is coming! It seems like it's been a long winter, and I know that I am 
ready for some sunshine.  
 
I just want to remind everyone that we are a family, and we want to share the 
highs of our lives, and also the challenges that we face in our lives, so that we 

can support and pray for one another. 
 
Please don't hesitate to call Janet DeRoche at 414-5037, Donna Smith at 436-5577 or me, 
Anena Rolofson at 1-260-242-2754 if you have anything questions or concerns. 
 
Happy Spring! 

mailto:gobigred5898@yahoo.com
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Overnight Easter Vigil 
 

The tradition of the overnight vigil at Grace will again begin at 8:00 pm after 
the Maundy Thursday service and continue until Good Friday Morning at 
8:00 am.  This is our time to symbolically stay awake with Jesus during his 
time in the garden of Gethsemane.  A sign up sheet is in the narthex.  There 
are one hour increments and the person who is in the church will let the next 
person in.  This is a very spiritual experience.  It is a time for prayer and re-

flection and most find it to be a very special time in the church.  Please consider volunteer-
ing.  If you have any questions contact Josie Dunlap-Smith at jdunlapsmith@gmail.com 

Lenten Season 

Easter Sunday 

 
On Easter Sunday we will continue the Grace tradition of having an 
Easter egg hunt for children of all ages!  The first hunt will begin at 
11:00.  It will be for our youngest children 2-5.  Then our school age 
kids from 6-12 and finally a hunt for those from 13-18.   
 

As you can imagine we will need lots of individually wrapped treats!  Please bring your 
candy donations to the nursery no later than Palm Sunday, 4-14.  We don't need any plas-
tic eggs or bags.   
 
Ashlie and Nick Gosselin have offered to help hide eggs, but they will need more help so 
please consider offering to help that morning before church.  Contact Josie Dunlap-Smith 
at jdunlapsmith@gmail if you have any questions or want to volunteer!   

Easter Egg Hunt 

mailto:jdunlapsmith@gmail.com
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Thank You 

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to making Betsy Potts' funeral as beautiful as she 
was.  The decorations, flowers, food, and hospitality from everyone made it a very special 
day for Ewing and his family.   
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Thank You and More 

Thank you  to everyone who helped with the going away party for Toni and 
Doug.  This was a lovely night as we said goodbye to our dear friends.  We 
know they are going where they are needed, but we will still miss them.   

Keeping in Touch with Dale 
 

With Dale away for the next few months, and if you would like to keep in 
touch with him, please email me or give me a call and I can give you the 
resources.  Call 260-432-9221 or 260-479-9997.  Or if you would rather, 
email me at kemthurston@gmail.com. 
 

mailto:kemthurston@gmail.com

