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Sunday Liturgy   

will resume at a later date 
 

Church Office Hours 
 

Call for appointment 
260-432-9221 

 

From Our Senior Warden 

The Good News                                                   
April 2020 

Grace in the Time of COVID 
 

Grace in the Time of COVID (a bit of a play on Love in the Time of 
Cholera ;) ) is an apt title for these times. Justin Holcomb describes Grace 
as the opposite of karma; karma is all about getting what you deserve. 
Grace is getting what you don’t deserve. While everyone desperately 
needs it, grace is not about us. Grace is fundamentally a word about 
God…Grace is the most important concept in the Bible, Christianity, and 
the world. Grace is the way of being in the world. It is most clearly ex-
pressed in the promises of God revealed in the Scripture and embodied in 
Jesus Christ. https://www.christianity.com/theology/what-is-grace.html 
We are in limbo reminiscent of a kind of purgatory as we wait for what 
comes next. It is an anxious wait. Yet it is these very times that we are 
called to be faithful, called to be generous, called to prayer, called to be a 
believer in a better tomorrow. We are called to be filled with grace! 
 
How to Show Grace to Others by Shannon Geurin 

Words. Be kind and gentle in what you say and how you say it... 
Look for Needs and Opportunities. Simple everyday kindnesses and 

actions often help in great ways... 
Let it Go… Letting it go is one of the easiest ways to extend grace to 

others. 
Be There... 
Forgive... 
Learn to Ask for Forgiveness... 
Watch the Way You Speak... 
Gratitude… 
 

I am reminded of Charles Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities which begins 
with “It was the best of times; it was the worst of times…” Our current 
situation also feels dichotomous like this. 
 

Time seems to stand still yet things seem to change by the minute. 
We have access to the latest news from every source yet there is so 

much unknown. 
It is so very quiet yet our minds are noisy and unsettled. 
Time is heavy on our hands and yet we accomplish nothing. 
There is time together as a family but maybe too much time. 
People have an overabundance of Toilet Paper but a scarcity of securi-

ty. 
Spring is here and yet it feels like a snow day. 
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From Our Senior Warden (cont’d) 

continued from page 1… 
 

But it is important to remember that though we are physically separated we are still con-
nected. And we will continue to do all we can to stay connected as a community of faith. 
The last verse of the Bible summarizes the message of Grace from Genesis to Revelation: 
“The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all”. 
 
Grace and peace to you from God our father, 
 
Laura Smith 
Senior Warden 

 

What’s Going on at Grace? 

Work Goes On 
 

Although we have implemented no in-person meetings, we have had a number 
of people still working to keep Grace running. Vestry continues to meet and lead 
the congregation.  They, along with Josie, are also keeping in touch with all the 
parishioners, making regular calls and texts.  Katie continues to keep us all on 
track, just remotely. Dale has disinfected the church from top to bottom and 
continues to work on ideas for future services. Father Tom continues to offer 
needed guidance and support. Tony continues to check on the building and 
grounds. This month alone we had the elevator inspected, Gary painted, esti-

mates were procured for replacing the HVAC system and the roof, and ornamental grasses 
were trimmed.   
 
So the church continues on, as do the bills. Please take the time to get your pledge in so our 
faith community can continue to look to the future and to the opportunity to worship again as 
one. There are many options from mailing your check to online giving.  

Facebook 
 
The posts that have been emailed to you each day through the COVID pandemic 
are also posted daily on our Facebook page. Additionally, Erin created a private 
Grace Facebook group for us to use through this time. Everything you post in the 
group is visible only to the group members. This provides us with another oppor-

tunity to connect, request help, and lift each other up. If you are not yet a member of this 
group, please let the office know and we will get you connected. 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=facebook+logo&id=98216B103859B15EA56D0DB34E5C2E7BE3D60D24&FORM=IQFRBA
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Count me among the many who sincerely miss gathering 
weekly (or more often) as members and friends of Grace 
Episcopal Church.  May this time spent apart make our 
communities safer and healthier with respect to COVID-19. 
 
While we are not sharing in-person gathering at church, our 
church organization continues to incur utility, maintenance, 
staffing, search process, Diocesan apportionment, and other 
recurring expenses.  Of course for many of us, financial 
offerings to our faith community are more than just helping 

the organization meet expenses; our offerings are a spiritual practice, a discipline.  To the 
extent you are able, please consider keeping current with your financial stewardship to 
Grace. 
 
Mike and I have found online banking to be a helpful tool to keep current with our offer-
ings, particularly  during the present stay-at-home order.  Most banks and credit unions have 
a website and will help you create a secure log-in.  At the bill paying function on the web-
site one can create a payee (be it NIPSCO, NREMC, or Grace Episcopal Church for exam-
ple).  Once a person names Grace Episcopal Church as a payee, the address needs to be en-
tered.  This is 10010 Aurora Place, Fort Wayne IN  46804.  We don’t have account num-
bers, if one is required simply enter your last name.  Select the amount to be sent from 
which account, confirm, and your offering will be delivered either electronically or by 
USPS.   
 
Of course offerings can also be sent as a check written by you through the US mail:  Grace 
Episcopal Church, 10010 Aurora Place, Fort Wayne IN  46804. 
 
Thank you for your thoughtful and prayerful participation and service at Grace Episcopal 
Church as well as your financial stewardship. 
 
Yours in faith, 
 
Beth Nygaard 

 
What’s Going on at Grace?  (cont’d) 

 

Greeting 
 
Just want to send a word out about how much fun it is to greet on Sunday morning! It is so 
good to connect and enjoy talking with all of you prior to the service.  We want to encourage 
you to sign up to greet because it is a very real blessing to be able to say hello and adopt the 
air of informality prior to worship.  
 
We are a caring and loving faith community and when you greet, you get to see people first 
thing when they come into the church. You also feel like an integral part of assisting as you 
connect with the ushers to make sure everyone is counted and you can be the first face that 
new people get to see. 
 
Anena Rolofson 
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Children’s Ministry 

.  

We are missing our kiddos! We consider ministering to your children as an honor and bless-
ing. Every Sunday we have the opportunity to guide children in their spiritual journey 
through worship, learning together, and reaching out to others with the love of Christ. Chil-
dren’s Ministry teachers continuously work to provide a safe, fun, and wholesome environ-
ment so that all children feel accepted and loved.  
 
This year as a group we decided to explore the Old Testament and provide our children with 
a biblical foundation. Our ultimate goal in children’s ministry is to continue to develop les-
sons that invite, engage, and lead children to a closer relation with Jesus Christ. In order to 
bring students closer to Jesus we feel it is imperative to meet students where they are at in 
their faith development. We invite the community to connect with us so that we can contin-
ue to share the love of Jesus Christ.  

April Birthdays 

A shout out to our April Birthdays! 
 
   6    Rebekah Sims 
            21    Ken Rolofson 
            23    Janet LaRue 
   27   Ted Kimball 
 30    Ann Donner 
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Thank you Grace! 
 

Thanks to Grace’s generosity and Laurie Winter’s willingness to shop and deliver, we 
were able to take two loads of supplies to Charis House in March. It is not too late to con-
tribute to this cause. Send a check to Grace; just make sure you indicate what it is for. 

 Outreach 

Fundraising Opportunity Reminder 

Kroger - Our Fundraising Opportunity 
 

Grace Church has been enrolled in Kroger’s Community Rewards Program a little 
over a year now.  A percentage of your Kroger purchases will be paid to Grace on 
a quarterly basis. 

  
If you do not have a Kroger Plus Card, you can obtain one at the customer service desk of 
any Kroger store. 
  
To get started you will have to link your Kroger Plus card at 
www.KrogerCommunityRewards.com. 
  
  

Once registered, this is an easy way to earn  
$ for Grace Church! 
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Health Concerns and Lenten Worship 
 
While health concerns limited our number of Soup Suppers and Holden Evening Prayer, we 
offer sincere thanks to everyone who attended and hope the experience was meaningful to 

you and a valuable part of your Lenten journey. We enjoyed visitors from Risen Savior                 
Lutheran and St. Alban’s Episcopal churches along with a number of our faithful Grace 
members.  

 
A very special “thank you” goes to each person who provided soup, bread, set-up and clean
-up. We also express thanks to those who led Holden Prayer each week:  Mike Sims, David 

Smith, and John Lorenzen (from St. Alban’s.) And another “thank you” is offered to Beth 
Nygaard (flute) and Ted Kimball (guitar) who played for services along with Dale. 

Thank You’s 

Thank You!!! 
 
A huge thank you to my amazing Church family.  Every one of you has made my position 
at Grace fun and uplifting.  Not a day went by that I didn’t say a prayer of thanks for the 
opportunity to work with all of you.  Most times it wasn’t work, but a labor of love.  I was 
very fortunate to have a job where many times it never really seemed like work.   
 
This past month has been extremely hard, and I didn’t realize how hard until I sat down to 
write this thank you letter.  Even though I know it is the right decision, it was still one of 
the hardest decisions that I have ever had to make.  It is never easy leaving something that 
you really love. 
 
With that being said…it’s not like I’m really going anywhere, I will still be here on Sun-
day’s, worshipping with all of Grace.   
 
Thank you again for all your kindness and love these past 10+ years.  I am eternally grate-
ful, and I love you all very much. 
 
Katie 
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Lockdown Poem 
Br. Richard Hendricks, OFM 

 
 

Lockdown 
Yes there is fear. 
Yes there is isolation. 
Yes there is panic buying. 
Yes there is sickness. 
Yes there is even death. 
But, 
They say that in Wuhan after so many years of noise 
You can hear the birds again. 
They say that after just a few weeks of quiet the sky is no longer thick with fumes 
But blue and grey and clear. 
They say that in the streets of Assisi  
People are singing to each other across the empty squares,  
keeping their windows open  
so that those who are alone may hear the sounds of family around them. 
They say that a hotel in Ireland 
is offering free meals and delivery to the housebound. 
Today a young woman I know is busy spreading fliers with her number 
through the neighborhood so that the elders may have someone to call on. 
Today Churches, Synagogues, Mosques and Temples 
are preparing to welcome and shelter the homeless, the sick, the weary. 
All over the world people are looking at their neighbors in a new way. 
All over the world people are waking to a new reality 
To how big we really are. 
To how little control we really have. 
To what really matters. 
To Love. 
So we pray and we remember that 
Yes there is fear. 
But there does not have to be hate. 
Yes there is isolation. 
But there does not have to be loneliness. 
Yes there is panic buying. 
But there does not have to be meanness. 
Yes there is sickness. 
But there does not have to be disease of the soul. 
Yes there is even death. 
But there can always be a rebirth of love. 
Wake to the choices you make as to how to live now. 
Today, breathe. 
Listen, behind the factory noises of your panic 
The birds are singing again, 
The sky is clearing, 
Spring is coming, 
And we are always encompassed by Love. 
Open the windows of your soul 
And though you may not be able to touch across the empty square, 
Sing. 
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        Sunday                                Monday                         Tuesday                     Wednesday                Thursday                    Friday                      Saturday 

April 2020 

  
  
  
  
  

    1 
  
  
  

2 3 4 

5      Palm Sunday 
  
 
9:30am: Virtual Pray-
er and Scripture 
  
  

6      Rebekah Sims 
  

7 
  
  
  
  

8 
  
  

9 10 11 

12     Easter Sunday 
  
  
  
9:30am: Virtual Pray-
er and Scripture 

13 14    Judy Carter 15 
  
  

16 17 18 

19 
  
  
9:30am: Virtual Pray-
er and Scripture 
  

20 
  
  
  

21   Ken Rolofson 22 
  
  
  

23    Janet LaRue 24 25 

26 
  

 
9:30am: Virtual Pray-
er and Scripture 
  

27     Ted Kimball 
  
  
  
  
7:00pm: Vestry Meet-
ing (CR) 

28Annabel Salisbury 29 30     Ann Donner     

All Sunday services are as follows:                                   
(until further notice)  

 
9:30am:  Virtual Prayer and Scripture 


