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Sunday in person Liturgy   
will resume at a later date. 

 
Covid Church Office Hours 

Monday & Thursday 
9:00am—1:00pm 

 

Call for appointment 
260-432-9221 

 

From Our Priest 

The Good News                                                   
March 2021 

 
THE LENTEN PATH 
 
As we look forward to a glorious Easter celebration, to Resurrection and 
new life, we must not forget that we began this journey to Easter in ashes,    
a sign of our mortality and of our total dependence upon God. The Lenten 
path leads us to expose any darkness within ourselves to the light of Christ 
and to his Way of Love through prayer, fasting, and the giving of alms. The 
Lenten season is a time of repentance with a look to renewal.  
 

There is a passage from the Second Book of Chronicles that is often      
quoted when the church seeks renewal. It reads, “if my people who are 
called by my name humble themselves, pray, seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin 
and heal their land.” (II Chronicles 7:12-14) This passage is often under-
stood as an intercessory prayer for others. A more careful interpretation of 
the passage reveals that it is actually a prayer for the community of faith, 
Israel then, the church now.  It is a call to the people of God to repent. You 
and I are the ones who need to see God’s face!   
 

We often count ourselves as virtuous when we pray for others. Though we 
are called to do so, we are also called as individuals and as a community of 
faith to shed our robes of self-righteousness and justification, to put ashes  
on our heads and to kneel in humility before our Lord seeking the grace and 
mercy of God. 
   
Perhaps by making ourselves vulnerable to hearing God’s voice we may 
hear the Lord’s call to each of us and to our church and be raised with  
Christ healed and empowered for ministry and faithful living in ways we 
never imagined before. This could be risky. 
 

Are we ready for this; to be transformed? Can we bear the vulnerability?  
Can we hope for the healing for which each of us so deeply longs?  Will we 
journey through the rest of Lent and Holy Week that we may sing in one 
voice, “Alleluia!”? 
 

Begin with me, O Lord. Here and now. Amen! 
 
Father Thomas Hansen 
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Reflection on a Year Apart and Yet Together 
 
Over the last year we have gone from worshipping together in-person to worshipping together 
virtually. The key word in this opening sentence is “together”.  From my point of view I see a 
thriving community of committed believers willing to step up and do what it takes, together, to 
ensure our mission of “Sharing the Joy and Love of Jesus Christ” continues to move forward.  
Now that Father Tom has joined us as part-time pastor, we can turn to imagining how our    
future might evolve in a “post-COVID” environment. Make no mistake, the invasion of the 
COVID monster is not yet over, so we will continue to be extremely careful and thoughtful 
about when and how we will begin to get together in the church as one body. Even then, when 
we do commence our return to congregational worship, it will be in well-defined steps to     
ensure that no one will be endangered by the process. We will use the guidelines from the      
diocese adapted to our situation at Grace to formulate our own best plan of action. So, stand-by 
and be patient. To paraphrase General MacArthur, “We shall return”.   
 
Fortunately, scientific advancements behind control of the virus have accelerated in the last 
few months, and we can start to believe that “normal-life” approaches. As Episcopalians we 
pride ourselves on the famous “three-legged” stool approach to our common religious experi-
ence including a healthy respect for a scientific approach to managing and improving our lives.  
I believe this approach allows us to be flexible and adapt how we connect with each other, 
whether virtually or in-person, without losing sight of what is important. If nothing else the last 
year reminds us that our beautiful white building on “the hill” is only the place we meet, not 
the church itself. We ourselves are the church brought together by one common  mission, even 
if it’s in a building named Zoom. 
 
David Smith, 
Senior Warden 

 A Message from our Sr. Warden 

 

Sunday, March 28:  Palm Sunday with The Passion Reading 9:30am 
 
Thursday, April 1:  Maundy Thursday service at 7:00pm—Holy Eucharist with hand 
washing and stripping of the altar 
 
Friday, April 2:  Good Friday service 7:00pm 
 
Sunday, April 4:  Easter Sunday celebration mass at 9:30am 

Holy Week Schedule 
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DIOCESAN ARCHIVES 
 
Did you know that our Diocesan archives are housed here 
in Fort Wayne? John Beatty, who belongs to Trinity and is 
on the staff of the ACPL Genealogy Center, maintains the 
archives at Trinity. John would like to have more donations 
of archival items from Grace. I have taken him some bulle-
tins and photos but obviously those are fairly new. If you 
have older bulletins, newsletters and photos that you no 
longer want, you can drop them off to John at the library 
(2nd floor of the downtown location) or bring them to Dale 
at the church and I will take them downtown for you. If you 
have a question about an item and whether if is “archival 
material”, just email John at jbeatty@acpl.lib.in.us.  
 
 
 
 

WALK THE LABYRINTH 
 
Fr. Tom and Nancy are Veriditas certified labyrinth facilitators and studied with The Rev. Lauren 
Artress of Grace Episcopal Cathedral in San Francisco. While we didn’t go to San Francisco, we 
did go to Chartres, France twice to study at Chartres Cathedral plus attended other workshops  
on-line and one here in Fort Wayne. You can learn more about labyrinths at www.veriditas.org. 
There is a labyrinth on the corner of Berry and Broadway that can be walked at any time.  
 

If you’d like a one-on-one facilitated walk, let Nancy know by emailing her at 
nmccammnhasen@gmail.com. An outdoor labyrinth is easy to use in this time of social  
distancing.   
 
 
 
 

 

Important Information 

mailto:jbeatty@acpl.lib.in.us
http://www.veriditas.org
mailto:nmccammonhansen@gmail.com
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Who Knew??? 

.  
INTERESTING THINGS ABOUT THE PEOPLE OF GRACE 

An unnamed blonde member of Grace worked for the Mafia in the 70s in the Poconos, as a 
very naïve young lady. 
 

While at ISU Barbie Meyer learned to fly a Cessna 150, and was also Miss Cheerleader USA. 
 

Richard Harnly once appeared as a contestant on the TV game show “Married Couples” and 
won a room of furniture. 
 

Dale Tucker once played for Gene Kelly and met the famous mime, Marcel Marceau. 
 

Rhonda Woody once sang in the choir at mass at St. Peter’s (The Vatican) in Rome. 
 

William Welling has written a book entitled “The Heart Key”. 
 

Barbie Meyer once appeared as a contestant on the TV game show “To Tell the Truth”. 
 

Nancy Clay (Dale’s sister who often joins us on zoom) is an active member of the National 
Roller Coaster Enthusiasts Club. She has over 600 coasters to her credit in the US and Europe. 
 

Dale Tucker worked for Warner Bros. as a classical and sacred music editor. He had over 80 
books carrying his name on the cover.  
 

Yvonne Harnly, who is originally from Holland (the Netherlands), has one of the largest   
collections of Royal Delft china in the state, perhaps in the country. 
 

Sally Thomas is a former Catholic nun. When Pope Paul II 

came to Washington, DC and the Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception in 1979 (the first Pope to visit the US), she was 
one of two nuns who organized a protest of the Catholic  
Church’s treatment of women. Of the 5000 nuns present for 

the Pope’s address, Sally and 51 other nuns stood in silent 
protest. 
 

As an 8 year-old, Anena Rolofson was already socially 
aware. On a family trip south to Warm Springs, GA for her 
cousin’s wedding (to the daughter of FDR’s doctor) she saw 
signs on water fountains and restrooms for whites only. She 
was outraged enough to voice her opinion loudly, and then 
her father removed her from the restaurant for their safety, as Yankees in the deep south. 

Address Update 
 

Here is a new address for our former active member, Joanie Hoffman. She had many friends at 
Grace and her family says she would love to hear from us! And her birthday is March 29th. 
 

Joanie Hoffman 
4411 Park Place Drive, Room #311 
Fort Wayne, IN  46845 
260-437-3100 
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A Message of Hope from The Anglican Digest 

Our monthly FOOD DRIVE continues to be a huge success 
and we are grateful to all who donate and everyone who 
comes to help out. Financial contributions are always wel-
come as well by offering cash or checks made out to Faith 
Lutheran Church (food ministry in the memo line.) You 
may drop the check off at Grace or mail directly to:  
Faith Lutheran Church 
1700 E Pettit Avenue 
Fort Wayne IN 46806  
 

      Dates for the remainder of 2021 are: 
 

April 18  May 16  June 13 
July 18  August 15  September 12 
October 17  November 14  December 12 
 
 

These nonperishable items are most needed by food banks, including the ministry at Faith  
Lutheran Church:  
 

peanut butter (large and small jars), canned fruit, canned meats any size (chicken 
or tuna), canned beans, hearty canned stews and chili, pancake mix, crackers 
(Saltines or Ritz), toothpastes, and bars of soap 

 

 
Johann Sebastian Bach, known as the father of church music, was arguably the greatest compos-
er of all time. He lived a storied life, punctuated by tragedy. When he was a boy, he lost both of 
his parents. Later, one by one, he would lose ten of his own children and his wife to illness and 
death. He spent time in prison. You see, more people than Job suffer and never lose faith. 
 

He has frustrated his biographers, however, for he didn’t tell his own story. He wrote no autobi-
ography and had no interest in posterity. Bach thought his story, as a story, was of no impor- 
tance. He never imagined that anything he wrote would survive him. And indeed, for a hundred 
years he was entirely forgotten, yet now his works thrive.  
 

The only story that mattered to him was Christ’s story, and it was that story that he studied and 
proclaimed all his life. At the bottom of every composition, not just the sacred works, he wrote 
the letters “SDG” – soli Deo Gloria – “To the Glory of God alone.” Before he even began to put 
notes on paper, he first wrote the letters “J.J.” for Jesu juva – “Jesus help me.” 
 

Bach had exchanged his story for God’s story for he understood that his hope lay not in any story 
he could invent, but in the story of Jesus Christ who loved him so much that he had died for him, 
who had defeated death, and who allowed Bach to look suffering, death, and reality squarely in 
the eye in all its beauty and horror and strangeness and mystery. 
 

The season of Lent is one in which we seek to do the same. This exchange of our story for God’s 

story, and acting on its implications, is what Jesus was getting at when he said paradoxically: 
“For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the   
gospel’s will save it.” 

Food Drive 
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Happy Birthday to those who celebrated in February! 
 

   3 Roberta Ring 
   6 Abby Niederman 
   6  Jason Price  
 19 Judy Niederman 
 23 Janet DeRoche  &  Dale Tucker 
 24 Ashley Gosselin 
 29 Julie Boyd 

 
February Birthdays  

Happy Birthday to our March Birthdays! 
 

 13 Ron Caldwell 
 15 Katie Thurston 
 18 Sue Rowland 
 19 Mike Sims 
 22 Andrew LaRue 
 24 Josie Dunlap-Smith 
 29 Joanie  Hoffman  
  

Happy Anniversary in March! 
 

   3 Janet & Tony LaRue     
   
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday to our April Birthdays! 
 

 12 Silas Roberts  
 13 Ann Donner & Angie Rowland        
 14  Judy Carter  
 21 Ken Rolofson 
 23 Janet LaRue 
 27 Ted Kimball 
 28 Annabel Salisbury 
 

Happy Anniversary in April! 
 

   7 Bruce & Barbie Meyer 

 

March Birthdays & Anniversaries 

April Birthdays & Anniversaries 
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EASTER  BONNETS! 
 

"In your Easter bonnet, with all the frills upon it, you'll be the grandest person in the Easter   
parade!" While we won't be having a parade it would still be fun for one and all to bring out 
their Easter haberdashery! Just imagine Easter bonnets on our zoom screen! And remember,    
on zoom you won't have to have a fancy Easter dress or suit to match! April 4th is the day!!!  
 
 
 
 
Shortly after the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, Grace’s Vestry began to plan for a sig-
nificant upgrade to our existing sound system. As we shared the unusual experience of having 
worship on Zoom, rather than in person, vestry saw some advantages to virtual worship. One 
obvious plus was the ability to include members of Grace who have moved away from Fort 
Wayne, not only as worshippers but as participants in the liturgy. Family and friends of Grace, 
no matter where they live, can also join. What began as a way to worship safely in the pandemic 
also opened up new ways for Grace to meaningfully include more people in our community. 
 

In order for Grace to allow remote participation, like lay readers, announcements etc. on Zoom, 
we need the capability in the sanctuary similar to what businesses do routinely:  video-
conferencing between remote sites. The goal is to help people at remote sites see, hear, and    
collaborate with one another in a way that’s as close as possible to being together in the same 
room. Zoom provides the technology to connect remote participants in Grace’s worship through 
the computer in our sanctuary, but special purpose audio and video equipment is needed to    
allow relatively natural interaction between those in the sanctuary and remote worshippers. 
 

Grace has purchased the needed equipment, and the installation and testing of the system is 
nearly complete. The first worship service scheduled with the new system will be Palm Sunday.  
Like any project, we’ve run into a few unexpected hurdles but have managed to overcome them.  
It’ll be great as we are able to gather at Grace for worship once again to continue to include all 
of our sisters and brothers, in person and virtually!  

 

Looking Ahead 

Remember When? … We will again! 

We used to hold hands to sing the 
Doxology before eating out meals. 

We will again! 

We used to hold hands to sing 
The Lord’s Prayer.  

We will again! 

SANCTUARY TECH UPDATE 
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Outreach 

THE RESCUE MISSION INVITES YOU! 

2021 Virtual Spring Gala Livestream Event and Online Auction 

Please Join us online in support of the men, women, and children of The Rescue Mission! 

Bid on exciting auction packages from your mobile device or computer. 

Online Auction:  Sunday, May 2nd—Sunday, May 9th 

Bidding opens Sunday, May 2nd at 7 PM and closes Sunday, May 9th at 7 PM 
 

Livestream Event & Live Auction 

Friday, May 7th at 7 PM:  Join us online for praise, worship, and a live auction event! 
 

 Enhance Your Livestream Event & Live Auction Experience  

with a Gala Blessings to Go Meal! 

Each Gala Blessings to Go Ticket includes: one meal of your choice, a specialty Gala item, 
and an instruction kit with information on our bidding process, as well as details on accessing 

the Livestream Event. 

 We are excited to partner with the ObiCai Restaurant Group, the owners of  

Baker Street, The Hoppy Gnome, and Proximo, for our dinner features. 
 

For more information and to Register, please visit https://therescuemission.ejoinme.org/
MyEvents/2021SpringGala/tabid/1206689/Default.aspx 

 

 

 
 

Aluminum Cans for Habitat 
 

Just a reminder that Habitat for Humanity collects aluminum cans to be sold to help finance  
the building of Habitat houses!  Not only does this help Habitat, it also keeps highly recyclable 
aluminum out of the waste stream. Grace is lucky to have a Habitat hut in our back parking lot 
ready to hold your can donations. Please put your cans in a plastic bag and drop them off any-
time. Encourage your friends and neighbors to do the same!   

https://therescuemission.ejoinme.org/MyEvents/2021SpringGala/tabid/1206689/Default.aspx
https://therescuemission.ejoinme.org/MyEvents/2021SpringGala/tabid/1206689/Default.aspx
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March  
2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1    2 3 
Tony & Janet 

LaRue 
Holden 7pm 

4 5 
 
 

6 

7 
Rehearsal 

8:45am 
Worship 
9:30am 

 

8 9 10 

 
 
 

Holden 7pm 

11 
 

Children’s 
Ministry 
4:30pm 

12 13 
Ron  

Caldwell 

14 
Rehearsal 

8:45am 
Worship 
9:30am 

FOOD DRIVE  
COMMUNION 

15 
Katie 

Thurston 

16 17 
 

Faith  
Lutheran 

5pm 
 

Holden 7pm 

18 

Sue Rowland 
19 

Mike Sims 

20 
 
 

21 
Rehearsal 

8:45am 
Worship 
9:30am 

 

22 

Andrew 
LaRue 

 
Vestry Meeting 

7:00pm 

23 

 
 

24 
Josie  

Dunlap-
Smith 

 

Holden 7pm 

25 26 27 
 

Children’s  
Ministry 
2:00pm 

28 
PALM  

SUNDAY 
Reh 8:45am 

Worship 
9:30am 

 

29 
Joanie  

Hoffman 
 
 
 

30 
 

31 
 
 

   
 
 

       


