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Sunday in person Liturgy   
will resume at a later date. 

 
Church Office Hours 
Monday & Thursday 

9:00am—1:00pm 
 

Call for appointment 
260-432-9221 

 

From Our Senior Warden 

The Good News                                                   
January 2021 

 
We are a People of Faith! 
 

A new year is often a time for making improvements, trying new things. It  
is no different here at Grace as we move into 2021. Improvements are     
happening to our worship. As Father Tom stated, “We are redefining what 
church is, building Community”. As we build on our technology, we will   
be trying new things a little at a time yet holding on to our feeling of com-
munity. When the pandemic allows, we will regather. Parishioners will have 
the opportunity to participate at home or at Grace. We make these changes 
because we are a people of faith. 
 

Improvements are happening to our building. Replacement windows are   
being installed in the Undercroft. A new HVAC system is in the works as 
well as a new roof. Technology is being purchased and installed to allow    
us to try new things. Sanctuary Chairs are being evaluated for replacement. 
We make these changes because we are a people of faith. 
 

A new year brings a new vestry led by a new Senior Warden and Junior 
Warden. Father Tom will officially be our Part Time Priest. The Transition 
Team and Vestry have worked hard to help us prepare for this coming year.  
They have developed a Ministry Directory and a framework including tran-
sitions for the ministry committees. These documents are attached. Please 
take some time to review these. (Feel free to contact me if you have any 
corrections, questions, or suggestions.) I recently read a quote by Jim Rohn 
which states, “It takes each of us to make ALL of us.” This is a good 
thought to keep in our minds as we make these changes; it will take all of 
us. While much is taking place in 2021, we need your talents. As we move 
forward Grace needs ALL of us to be active participants. How will you 
be an active participant? Father Paul noted, “There is something special 
here.” We want to take that something special into the future. We make 
these changes because we are a people of faith.  
 

In this new year we long for love, faith, hope. In this new year Grace can 
give the love, show the faith, be the hope because we are a people of faith. 
 

As Bishop Curry instructed, “Go out and Bless someone.”  
 
Laura Smith 
Senior Warden 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

The season after the Epiphany may be one of the most neglected seasons of the church year, 
yet to me, it is one of the most inspiring.  Perhaps it is neglected because it rolls off of the 
Christmas season, a season that is propelled from the day after Thanksgiving through to the end 
of December and then cut off.  We are just plain “pooped” by the time Epiphany rolls around.   
 

This year the feast of the Epiphany, January 6, was lost in the cacophony that emanated from 
the United States Capitol building in Washington, D.C.  On that day, lives were lost, and fear 
found yet another foothold. And finally, doubt about the survival of democracy reverberated in 
waves across the country and around the world.  
 

It is for us to lay hold to the meaning, to respond to the call, and manifest the message of 
Epiphany in this desperate time.  Epiphany is a glorious season.  It is about the manifestation  
of Christ to the world. The season reminds us that it is through you and me that Christ is re-
vealed, and the glory of our Creator is made manifest. Humbling, isn’t it?  It is through you and 
me that the light of Christ shines. So, what can we do about this?  We can extend the invitation 
to neighbors or friends to join us in a community of love and hope as we navigate by the light 
of Christ through our present darkness.  Sometimes it only takes a phone call to check in with a 
friend, run an errand for a neighbor, or extend a word of comfort and hope. It is hard to connect 
in this time of isolation, but it can be done safely.  Give it a try and be surprised by Joy! 
 

Grace, Light and Peace in Christ, 
 

Tom+ 

 A Message from Father Tom 

 

Attached separately with this newsletter is information from the Ministry Committee regarding 
the Transition which contains a framework including transitions for the various ministry com-
mittees. Please take some time to review these, particularly committees and areas in which you 
are interested in serving. As we transition to a part-time priest we are all called to pick up some 
responsibility which would have fallen on the shoulders of a full-time priest. Grace is a family, 
and as such, we all have a part to play. 
 

After reviewing the Ministry Directory, please contact Laura Smith with any questions, com-
ments, or concerns.  
 
 

Continued from Page 1 



3  

 
 
 
 
Grace will hold it’s Annual Meeting immediately after worship on Sunday, 
January 24, 2021. We encourage everyone who is a voting member (a member 
in good standing) to plan to stay on zoom for the meeting so that we have a  
quorum for voting.  You will receive a packet in the mail (or email) prior to the 
meeting date so you may review all areas requiring a vote. 
 

During this meeting we will hear reports from our leadership, various commit-
tees, the treasurer, view and vote on the budget for 2021; and elect new mem-
bers to the Vestry. This is one meeting NOT to miss. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

After much research and thought we are pleased to announce that starting on January 17th  
we will begin offering communion at Grace. We will offer communion on the same day as we 
have our Food Drive. It is imperative that everyone follow the COVID protocols below so we 
can continue to keep everyone at Grace safe. This is a work in progress, so please be patient 
with us as we roll out this new process. Thank you for your patience and understanding. We 
look forward to truly seeing you then!  

This is meant to be an opportunity to slow down and recenter yourself. The entire pace of the 
process is slow and meditative.  

Cars will enter as usual. When you reach the parking area, turn right towards the Memorial   
Garden.  At the Memorial Garden, be sure everyone in the car has masks in place.  Feel free to 
take a moment to stop here and pray.  

Continue to the (red door) Main Entrance of the Church, our “sacred space”.  Roll down your 
passenger window to receive the communion wafer(s) from Father Tom. He will be masked and 
have the wafers in a plastic bag. He will use tongs to pass them to you. Please do not touch the 
tongs but rather allow Father Tom to drop the wafer into your outstretched hand. Father Tom 
will have a volunteer to assist as needed.  

Proceed to the (east) Office Entrance. Stop here to drop off any food or monetary donations for 
the Food Drive. A Food Drive volunteer, a member of the Children’s Ministry Team, and the 
Children will be located here to help. All will be wearing masks.  

Proceed out the drive as usual.  

Coming Up This Month 

Drive Through Communion 
during COVID  
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Worship News 

.  
Holden Evening Prayer 

We have decided not to wait for Lent to begin to hold our beautiful Holden Evening Prayer 
service. We began on Wednesday, January 6, 2021 and will offer Holden each Wednesday 
(except not on Ash Wednesday) at 7:00pm through Lent via zoom. You are encouraged to sign  
in early for fellowship time beginning at 6:40 pm, as this will replace our regular gathering for 
the soup and bread meal. You have already received a zoom invitation which should be put in 
your calendar and used each Wednesday, but if you need a reminder Dale will send that to you. 

Also, we need people to sign up to read the scripture each week. If you are interested in that, 
please let Dale know (gracefortwayne@gmail.com) and which date you’d like to read. We still 
have dates open in March. 

Holden Evening Prayer is a wonderful way to settle our hearts and minds mid-week, and to 
stay connected while physically apart. We welcome your friends to join us too.   

 

 

COMING IN FEBRUARY 
 

Virtual Coffee Hour with 
Bishop Douglas Sparks  
 

Bishop Sparks will join us for a Virtual Coffee Hour on   
February 21, 2021 beginning at 11:00am.  
   

As the date draws closer watch for a zoom invitation. Just  
like on Sunday mornings, you’ll click on the zoom link and 
then be part of this coffee hour. The Bishop is offering this to 
all churches in the Diocese as an attempt to stay connected 
and to be present with us during the Covid pandemic. The  
date and time for Grace is February 21st at 11:00am. 
 

Mark your calendars now to save the date. 

Thank You 

A very sincere thank you to Father Tom, Dale, Ann & George Donner, Mike Sims, Josie,      
and all of our readers for their participation and prep work to make our Advent and Christmas 
services so meaningful.  
 

Thank you also to Tony LaRue and many others who do so much behind the scenes to keep 
Grace safe and in great working order. We appreciate all of you so much. And a huge thank you 
to Laura Smith for providing such powerful  daily Staying Connected messages, and to Nancy 
Hansen for her wonderful Women of the Bible  messages each Friday.  
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Food Drive 

Our monthly FOOD DRIVE will continue each month throughout 2021. This is such a blessing 
to families in need, and the generous donations for the food ministry at Faith Lutheran Church 
have been remarkable. We are so grateful to each of you who contribute food and/or money to 
this worthy ministry, and the folks at Faith Lutheran have been blown away by your generosity. 
Please mark the dates below for food drop off, or if you wish you may make a financial contri-
bution by offering cash or a check made out to Faith Lutheran Church (food ministry in the 
memo line.) You may drop the check off at Grace as well, or mail directly to:  
Faith Lutheran Church, 1700 E Pettit Ave, Fort Wayne IN 46806.  

Once each month following Zoom worship, we invite you to drive by Grace Episcopal Church 
to hand-off your nonperishable food offering for distribution to families who rely on the food 
ministry at Faith Lutheran Church. A few masked adult volunteers and children from our chil-
dren's ministry will be at the front doorsteps to gather your items from 11 a.m. to noon on the 
following dates: 
 

   Feb. 14, 2021  June 13, 2021 
   March 14, 2021  July 18, 2021 
   April 18, 2021  August 15, 2021 
   May 16, 2021  September 12, 2021 
 

These nonperishable items are most needed by food banks, including the ministry at Faith  
Lutheran Church:  
 

peanut butter, large and small jars   canned fruit 
canned meats any size - chicken or tuna   canned beans  
hearty canned stews and chili   pancake mix 
crackers - either saltines or Ritz   toothpastes 
bars of soap 

 
And we continue to thank our children and adult volunteers who come every month to work and 
greet you as you donate. Thanks one and all! 
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Happy Birthday to those who celebrated in  December 
 

    3 Tish Coffey 
   6 Diane Clough 
   8  Molly Smith  
 17 Beth Nygaard 
 25 Betty Slyby 
 28 Cathy Overmeyer 
 28 Laurie Winters 
 29 Julie Boyd 
 

 December Birthdays  

Happy Birthday to our January Birthdays! 
 

   7 Nicolette LaRue 
 11 Toni Ingram 
 11 Iva Price 
 13 Bill Smallwood 
 15 Cameron Cudd 
 24 Christopher Hansen 
 25 Pat Smallwood 
 26 De Bada  
 27 Bob Keen 
 28 Ben Sims 
 
 
 
Happy Anniversary in January! 
 

   6 Cindy and Dave Burns 
 20 Judy and Jay Niederman 
        

 

 

January Birthdays & Anniversaries 
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Outreach 

BREAD FOR THE WORLD 
 

Fort Wayne now has an “official” Bread for the World group. “Bread” is a group of Chris-
tian voices who advocate for legislation to end hunger at home and abroad. 

Hunger is an issue that can be solved by changing policies, programs, and conditions that 
allow hunger and poverty to persist. However, the notion that church food drives can do it 
all is not possible without legislation to create change.  

Too often legislation redirects dollars for food relief to other areas and millions of lives are 
affected. We have found this especially to be true during the Covid pandemic. You can have 
a good education and money in the bank but with a job loss or illness, those resources can 
rapidly be depleted. 

Volunteers with Bread for the World make the voices of the hungry heard in Congress, and 
hopefully our nation’s laws fairer and more compassionate.  

 

Bread for the World: 

equips people to write personal letters and emails to their representatives 

organizes meetings with members of Congress 

works with others to end hunger in organized advocacy 

is a bipartisan group with individual members active in every congressional      
district 

 

If you are interested in helping to combat hunger in American from a policy perspective, 
please look at and “like” the Bread for the World Fort Wayne Facebook page and view 
www.Bread.org. 

Nancy McCammon-Hansen is one of the local volunteers and can add you to the list of 
persons interested in this effort in Fort Wayne. Two trainings are coming up this month for 
those who want to be better versed in the work of the organization. 

Nancy’s email is nmccammonhansen@gmail.com if you’d like to contact her. 

 

 

 

http://www.Bread.org
mailto:nmccammonhansen@gmail.com
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GET INVOLVED 
 
 
Our local League of Women Voters is seeking candidates to apply for a new civic commission. 

When Census data is returned in the spring of 2021, the maps drawn to reapportion our         
population in congressional and state legislative districts will determine how fairly we will      
be represented for the next ten years. Maps must ensure that the voices of all citizens within    
the district are heard so that legislators will truly represent their interests. 

The League of Women Voters of Fort Wayne is a member of the All IN for Democracy       
Coalition, which has launched a campaign to give Indiana citizens an independent, transparent 
redistricting process that will serve the public interest. The goal is to present fair maps to our 
legislature. 

The link below references additional information and an application form for the Indiana       
Citizens Redistricting Commission. Thank you for your consideration! If you need additional 
information, please email Nancy McCammon-Hansen at nmccammonhansen@gmail.com. 

 
https://www.commoncause.org/indiana/wp-content/uploads/
sites/13/2020/12/icrc-preamble.pdf 

 
 

 

League of Women Voters 

 
 

 

Photos from December 

The future of Grace. 
Friends for Life! 

mailto:nmccammonhansen@gmail.com
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.commoncause.org%2Findiana%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F13%2F2020%2F12%2Ficrc-preamble.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Cbgerbervincent%40greaterfortwayneinc.com%7C72d4ba6256ee41e2b7a708d89bbee938%7Ccc
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.commoncause.org%2Findiana%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F13%2F2020%2F12%2Ficrc-preamble.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Cbgerbervincent%40greaterfortwayneinc.com%7C72d4ba6256ee41e2b7a708d89bbee938%7Ccc
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January  
2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
 
 
 

  1 

 

2 
 

3 
Rehearsal 

8:45am 
Worship 
9:30am 

 

4 5 
 

6 
EPIPHANY 

Dave &  
Cindy Burns 
Holden 7pm 

7 
Nicolette 

LaRue 
Children’s 
Ministry 
4:30pm 

8 
 

9 

 

10 
Rehearsal 

8:45am 
Worship 
9:30am 

 

11 
Toni Ingram 

Iva Price 

12 13 
Bill  

Smallwood 
 

Holden 7pm 

14 
 

15 
Cameron 

Cudd 

16 
 
 

17 
Rehearsal 

8:45am 
Worship 
9:30am 

FOOD DRIVE  
COMMUNION 

18 19 
 
 

20 
Jay & Judy 
Niederman 

 

Faith  
Luth. 5pm 

 

Holden 7pm 

21 
 

22 23 
 

Children’s  
Ministry 
2:00pm 

24 
Chris Hansen 
Reh 8:45am 

Worship 
9:30am 
Annual  
Meeting 

25 
Pat  

Smallwood 
 

Vestry Meeting 
7:00pm 

 

26 
De Bada 

27 
Bob Keen 

 
Holden 7pm 

28 
Ben Sims 

29 30 
 
 
 

31 
Rehearsal 

8:45am 
Worship 
9:30am 

      


