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Holy Week Worship at Grace 
 
Our Holy Week services begin with Palm Sunday, 
when we start worship in the Memorial Garden 
(weather permitting.) Please plan to arrive early, park, 
and gather in the garden. We will process to the church 
and then enter the sanctuary to the verses of the power-
ful hymn, “All Glory, Laud and Honor” while waving 
our palm branches. As usual, this service spans great 

emotion, from Christ’s triumphant entry into Jerusalem to a foreboding of the 
torment He suffered later that week. During this service you’ll experience the 
Passion Gospel read by 15 voices, and David Smith will sing the moving solo 
“Via Dolorosa”.  It describes Christ’s walk to his death. Like many of the Holy 
Week services, this service will end quietly, and we ask that you depart in si-
lence. 
 

We will not have a Maundy Thursday service at Grace this year, but we are in-
vited to attend the service at Risen Savior Lutheran Church on Jefferson Boule-
vard, right near Lutheran Hospital. This will be our chance to join them, in re-
turn for their attendance at our soup suppers and Holden prayer throughout Lent. 
That service will begin at 7:00pm, preceded by a light supper at 6:00pm. 
 

On Good Friday, we join again at Grace at 7:00 p.m. for a full liturgy.  Father 
Tom will lead us in a stunning service including the Solemn Collects, a homily, 
communion, and a passionate anthem by our choir that you will not want to 
miss. “Pietà” is an anthem based on the Michelangelo statue of Mary holding 
her dead son, Jesus. The anthem first describes Mary holding the baby Jesus and 
singing a lullaby, then 12 years later cradling him in her arms when she finds 
him in the temple, again singing the lullaby. The mood changes in the final 
verse, when the music emulates the nails being driven into Christ on the cross, 
and the anthem concludes with Mary holding her dead son while singing the 
lullaby one last time. 
 

Since we will not have a Holy Saturday vigil, you’ll want to arrive early on 

Easter morning when we will begin with the “Service of Light” as we relight the 
Paschal candle prior to the procession into the church. We will again sing 
“Alleluia” to our Risen Lord with another anthem by the choir and festive 
hymns by the congregation.  

Worship 
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Worship (continued) 

Maundy Thursday Garden Vigil 
 
Each Maundy Thursday I am reminded of the famous line that Jesus spoke as he 
prayed in the garden of Gethsemane.  "Will no one stay awake with me?"  To 
that end many years ago Grace began our Maundy Thursday Garden Vigil.  Be-
ginning at 8:00 p.m. on Maundy Thursday and concluding at 8:00 a.m. on Good 
Friday we try to have someone at Grace to symbolically accompany Jesus 
through that long night. The doors to Grace are locked all night and the person 

who is here lets the next person in.   The shifts are divided into 1 hour segments.  The first shift, 
from 8-9 p.m. has already been claimed by our junior/high school kids.  There will be a sign up 
sheet in the narthex for everyone else.  I have participated in the garden vigil all of my life and I 
still consider it to be one of the most powerful times I spend in church. You can come alone or 
as a couple.  This is a time of prayer, meditation, and reflection.  Whether you have done it be-
fore or are a newcomer I hope you will participate.  If you have questions please email Josie 
Dunlap-Smith at jdunlapsmith@gmail.com. 

Notes From the Sr. Warden 
 
When the Search Committee interviewed members of Grace in October/
November regarding the future of Grace, an often-repeated hope was that 
Grace would better collaborate with other churches.  Our Lenten Holden 
Prayer evenings, consisting of a simple soup supper followed by the singing 
of Holden Prayer in the sanctuary, has provided a wonderful opportunity for 
just such a collaboration. Grace has been blessed to have many members of 
Risen Savior Lutheran church join with us each Wednesday evening of 

Lent.  This past week, several members of Peace United Church of Christ additionally swelled 
our voices at Holden Prayer.  We now set up 40 chairs for Holden Prayer! 
 
Father Tom recently addressed in his sermon the issue of gun violence and how the Christian 
community might respond to this scourge in our society.  He referenced in his sermon a book 
entitled "Reclaiming the Gospel of Peace:  Challenging the Epidemic of Gun Violence."  This 
book of essays came about after at least 51 active and retired Episcopal Bishops began informal 
conversations on this issue, which led to them organizing marches, symposiums, newspaper op-
ed pieces, and lobbying efforts. They formed themselves into the "Bishops Against Gun Vio-
lence."  In the forward to this book of essays it states:  "There is an urgency for religious com-
munities to step into this vortex of violence and fear. . .to leave our comfort zone and proclaim 
the Good News of Christ's redeeming love. . .."  On March 24the there will be multiple 
marches across the country against gun violence.  Are you able to join in collaboration with 
others on this peace issue in Washington, DC?  Indianapolis?  Fort Wayne Courthouse from 
2:00 to 4:00pm?  Also, anyone interested in joining a Summer Grace Book Club to read as a 
community, "Reclaiming the Gospel of Peace", please email me at sallythomas26@me.com. 
 
In the meantime, we continue to journey together through this time of quiet, thoughtful reflec-

tion and prayer offered to us in this holy season of Lent. 

mailto:jdunlapsmith@gmail.com
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Easter Egg Hunt! 
 
Once again Grace will host an Easter egg hunt after church on Easter 
morning.  Rain or shine we'll gather in the nursery to get Easter bags for 
gathering candy and goodies.  The hunt is for all of our kids and will be 
divided into 2 groups, one being older and one younger.  We have plenty 
of plastic eggs, but we need candy donations! Please bring bags of individ-
ually wrapped candy to the nursery any time through Palm Sunday.  Our 

kids always look forward to this fun activity and I appreciate your generous candy dona-
tions.    If you'd enjoy helping with the hunt please contact Josie Dunlap-Smith at                                 
jdunlapsmith@gmail.com. 

Worship (continued) 

Children’s Ministry 
 
The Children’s Ministry teachers continue to enjoy our time with this lively 
group of children. Our focus has been on the meaning of Lent. The children 
have had many great questions. We have also had many guests and 
hope  they will  come back soon. We will continue our Children’s Ministry 
through May. (Please note we will not be meeting April 1 or April 8 due to 
Spring Break.) We have some exciting ideas planned for Children’s Minis-
try this Summer. We will focus on Service and Social time. These are two 

aspects of our ministry that the children are very excited about. We will be asking various 
members of the congregation to help us out with our summer activities as we want the children 
to know how all of us care about them. Look for more details to come about our summer plans. 
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Fundraising  

The Discomfort Zone 
 
When I start to feel comfortable, God always has a way of shaking me up.  I 
don’t really like being out of my comfort zone but I’m learning that it is a way of 
life if I want to follow the teachings of Jesus.  I was never comfortable doing 
Graceful Night Out, as I grew up believing that the church should live within its 
means; meaning, it should live within a budget based on the pledges that were 
made by the people in the congregation.  As the years passed and as our congre-
gation changed, I realized that our pledges were never going to be enough to 
cover the expenses of maintaining the church building, paying the salaries of a 
priest, office manager, music director, and the materials needed to have a Chris-
tian education program.  I looked around and found that many churches were in 

the business of fund-raising so that they could provide the necessary components of church life, 
and we were not the only ones who were hurting.  I still didn’t feel comfortable about the idea 
of raising money but I realized the necessity for it. 
 
All this is to say that I was comfortable for about six months, from the time of the last GNO 
wrap-up until I joined the Vestry. Now I’m back in the discomfort zone again (cue Twilight 
Zone music in the background).   I am back in the fund-raising mode once again. I don’t know 
why God has called me to a fund-raising ministry but it seems that that is what He wants me to 
do.  I just want you to know that it is not what I envisioned doing for the church. I, of course, 
envisioned singing beautiful solos for God and instead got a tone-deaf ear.   
 
So, here I am.  If you have any ideas of ways to raise extra money for Grace, please pass them 
on to me at hajuboyd@frontier.com.  One idea in particular is one that I think we will be do-
ing for sure. This fall, we would like to have a yard sale and possible pop-up “Grandma’s At-
tic”.  As you start to spring clean, save any items that could go in the sale.  I will go into more 
details in the coming months, but keep this in mind and start to collect items.  The pop-up 
“Grandma’s Attic” would be in conjunction with the yard sale and this would entail tables in 
the Undercroft with items of a greater value for sale such as fine china, linens, artwork, home 
décor, etc.  If you are thinking of donating any such items, please set them aside for Grace. 
Don’t bring anything to the church at this time: as you are well aware, we do not have room to 
store items until closer to the date. 
 
I am also looking into a money wall which is a fun way to raise money with little work in-
volved.  I will post more information about this next month.  Other ideas have been to do a 
Trivia night, spaghetti night dinner, and an art auction.   
 
No one likes worrying about money.  In fact, Jesus told us specifically not to worry; that it 
would not add a minute to our lives, but instead rob us of the peace that passes all understand-
ing.  Instead, I am looking and praying in anticipation that God will provide for us. In the 
meantime, we probably will have to keep on being uncomfortable. 
 

Box Top Reminder! 
 
Please save those Box Tops!  These are found on many, many food boxes, bags, 
jars, and cans.  Each Box Top is worth $.10!  Our Box Tops are donated to Cathy 
Overmyer and the elementary  school where she works.  The Box Top container is 
white and you'll find it in the nursery.  Please trim all Box Tops before donating.  If 

you have any questions, please email Josie Dunlap Smith at jdunlapsmith@gmail.com. 
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FYI 

We’re Moving 
 

Now that I have your attention… 
 
Grace has a new website, and a new email address.  Many of you may know 
about the website, but in case you don’t, the new Grace website address is:  
www.gracechurchfwi.org.  If you haven’t had a chance to check it out, do so 
soon.   
 

We have decided to change Grace’s email address to coincide better with our web-
site address.  The new email address is:  gracefortwayne@gmail.com. 
 
Until I am sure that everyone is comfortable using the new church Gmail account, 

the comcastbiz.net account will be checked daily for mail.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Katie at gracefortwayne@gmail.com. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Maundy Thursday   
        6:00pm   Supper at Risen Savior 
   7:00pm   Risen Savior 
   7:00pm   Trinity Episcopal 
   7:00pm   St. Alban’s Episcopal 
   (Garden Vigil)  8:00pm-8:00am  Grace Episcopal 
 
Good Friday     
   (Stations of the Cross) 12:00pm  Trinity Episcopal  
   (Stations of the Cross)    St. Alban’s Episcopal  
   7:00pm   Grace Episcopal  
 
Holy Saturday  9:00pm   Trinity Episcopal
  
Easter Sunday  9:30am   Grace Episcopal  

http://www.gracechurchfwi.org
mailto:gracefortwayne@gmail.com
mailto:gracefortwayne@gmail.com

